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To the Right Woiſhipful the CommiſSioners under his 
Majeſties Great-Seal, for Propagation of the Goſpel 
among#t the poor blind Indians in New-England, 


Right Worſhipfal and Chriſtian Gentlemen, 


Hat briet Tra&t of the preſent ſtate of the [udian- ork in m 

hand,which I did the [at year on the ſudden preſent you wit 
when you call'd for ſuch a thing ; That falling ſhort of its 
end, and you calling for a renewal thereof, wich opportu- 
nity of more time, I ſhall begin wich our laſt great motion in that 
Work done this Summer, becauſe that will lead me to begin with the 
ſtate of the [ndians under the hands of my Brethren Mr. Mabew and 
Mr, Bogrn, | 
Upon the 17th day of the 6ch month 1670, there was a Meeting at 
Mak epog near S andwich in Plimonth-Pattent, to gather a Church a. 
mong the [ndians : There were preſent fix of the Magiſtrates, and ma- 
ny Elders, (all of them Meſſengers of the Churches within that Juriſ- 
dition) in whoſe preſence, in a day of Faſting and Prayer; they ma. 
k'ng confeſion of the Truth and Grace of Jeſus Chniſt, did in that ſo. 
lemn Adembly enter into Covenant, - to walk together in the Faith and 
Order of the Goſpel ; and were accepred and declared to be a Church 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Theſe [ndians being of kin to our Maſſachnſet-Ind;- 
ans who firſt prayed unto God, converfed with them, and received a+ 
monegſt chem the light and Tove of the Truth; chey defired me to write 
to Mr. Leveredgeto teach them : He accepted the Motion, and per- 
formed the Work with good ſucceſs ; but afterwards he left that 
place, and went to Long-1ſland, and there a godly Brochcr, named 
Richard Brune ( who purpoſed to remove with Mr. Leveredge, but 
hindred by Divine Providence) undertook the teaching of thole /nds- 


ax, and hath continued in the work with good ſucceſs to this day z him + 2 


we ordained Paſtor; and one of the Tndiavs, named Fude, ſhould 
have been ordained Ruling-Elder, bat being fick ar that time, advice” 


alſo a Dcacon to manage the preſent Sabbath. day Colletiongand 
' A.2.. pal 


was given that he ſhould be ordained with che. firſt apportuniry, "is a , 
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arts of that Office in their ASL The ſame day alſo were they, and 
uch of their Children as were preſcat, baptized, 

From themr we paſſed over to the Vinjard, where many were addei 
to the Church both wen and women, and were baptized all of them, 
and their Children alſo with them ; - we had the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper celebrated in the Indian-Charch, and many of the Engliſh. 
Church gladly joyned with them; for which cauſe it was celebrated 
in both languages. Ona day of Faſting and Prayer, Elders were or- 
dained, two Teaching-Elders, the one to be a Preacher of the Golpel, 
to do the Office of a Paſtor and Teacher ; the other to be a Preacher 
of the Goſpel, to do the Office of a Teacher and Paſtor, ax the Lord 
ſhould give them ability and opportunity z Allo rwo Ruling-Elderg, 
with advice to ordain Deacons alſo, for the Service of Chriſt in the 
Church. Things were fo ordered by the Lord's guidance, that a 
Foundation is laid for two Churches more ; for firſt, theſe of the Vine 
3ard dwelling at too great a diſtance to enjoy with comfort their Sab- 
bath-communion in one place, Advice was given them, that after ſome 
expcrience of walking together in the Order and Ordinances of the Go» 
ſpel, they ſhould iflue forth into another Church ; and che Officers 
arc ſo chofen, that when they ſhall ſo do, buth Places arc furnuithed with 
a Teaching and Raling-Elder. 

Allo che Teacher of the Praying Indians of Nantuket, with a Brother 
of his were received here, who made good Conteſſions of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and being asked, did make report unto us that there be about ninety 
Families who pray unto God in that Iſland, fo cftectual is the Lighe 
of the Goſpel among than, Advice was given, that ſcme of the chicf 
Godly People ſhould joyn to this Church, ( for they frequently con- 
verſe together, though the Iſlands be ſeven leggues atunder ) and afrer 

ſome experience of walking in the Order of the Goſpel, they ſhould 
iſlue forth into Church-cſtate among themſelves, and have Officers 
ordained amongſt them, 

The Church of the Y;nyerd were deſirous to have cholen Mr. Ma- 
hew co be their Paſtor : but he declined it, conceiving that in his pre- 
ſent capacity he. lieth under greater advantages to ſtand their Friend, 
and do them goodzto ſave them from the hands of ſuch as would bereave 
them ot cher Lands, &c. but they (hall alwayes have his counſel, in. 
fAruQtion and management in all their Church-aflairs, as hitherto they 
have had ; he will die in this ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt, The Prajing- 
Indians of both thele Iſlands depend on hum, as God's IJaſtrumcur tar 


their 1 . Fa 
ous Advice 


Advice alſo was given for th fade of Schools ; every Child <a« 
le of learning, y paying, whether he. we of it or no 2 
et if any ſhould (infully negle&t Schooling their Youth, it is a 
10n liable ro cenſure under both Civil and Ecclefia- 

ffical, the offence being againſt bach, So-we at Natick, 

In as much as now we have ordained ſndiaw unco the Mi. 
niftry of che Goſpel, it is needful to add a word or two of Apology : 
I find it hopeleſs ro expeft Exg/iſh Officers in our India» Churches ; 
the work is full of hardſhip, hard labour, and chargeable alſo, and the 
Indians not yet capable to give conſiderable ſupport and maintenance z 
and Men have bodies, and muſt live of the Golpel : And whaz comes 
from England 1s liable to hazard and uncertainties. On ſuch grounds 
as theſe partly, bur eſpecially from the ſecret wiſe governance of. Jelus 
Chrilt, the Lord of the Harveſt, there is no appearance of hope tcr 
their ſouls teeding in that way : they muſt be trained up to be able 
to live of themſelves in the ways of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and through 
the riches of God's Grace and Love, ſundry of chemfſelyes who are 
expert in the Scriptures,are able to teach each other : An Engliſh young 
man raw 1n that language, coming to teach among our Chriftian-[s- 
dians, would be much to their loſs ; there be of themſelves ſuch as be 
more able, eſpecially being advantaged that he ſpeaketh his own lan- 
guage, and (mn their manners. Such Exgl:ſh as ſhall hereafcer 
teach them, muſt begin with a People chat begin co pray unto God, 
(and ſuch opportunities we have many ) and then as they grow un 
knowledge, he will grow ( if be be qe in ability of ſpeech to 
communicate the knowledge of Chrift unto them. And ſeeing they 
muſt have Teachers amongſt themſelves, they muſt alſo be taught to 
be Teachers : for which cauſe I have begun to teach them the Art of 
Teaching, and I find ſome of them very capable. And while I live, 
my ſe is ( by the Grace of Chriſt aflifting) to make it one of my 
chief cares and labours ro teach them ſome of the Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, and the way-how to anzlize,and lay our into particulars bo:h 
the Works and Word of God ; and how to communicate knowledge 
xo ochers chethodically and-skilfully, and eſpecially the mechod of Di- 
vinity. There be ſundry Miniſters who live in an opportunity of 
beginning with a People, and for time to come I ſhall ceaſe my im- 
porcuning of ochers, and onely fall to perſwade ſuch unto this fervice 
Z tf Jeſus Chriſt, it being ove pare of our Miniſterial Charge co preach 

World in the Name of Jcſus, and from amongſt them r< gaiher 
Sabietta co bi holy K'ngdom. _ che Caiechaſm drown 
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ou of che Bible, ; are general helps ro all parts and places abour us, \ 
and are: the ground. work of Community amongſt” all 'our [ndiaw- : 
Churches and Chriſtians, TY 

I find a Bleffing, when our Church of Natick; doth ſend forth fie 
Perſons unto ſome remoter places, to teach chem che fear of the Lord? 
Bae we: want maintenance for -that Service z it -15 a-chargeable mat. 
ter to ſerid a Man from his Family : The Lavourer - is worthy of his 
Hire : And when they go only to the High-wayes and Hedges, it is 
not co be expected that they ſhould reward them : If they believe and 
obey their Meſſage, it is enough. We arc determined to ſend forth 
ſome ( if- che Lord will) and that we live) chis Autumn, ſandry ways, 
I ſee the belt way'is,. wp and be doing-: In all labour there is roll; 
Seek, and ye ſhall fund. We have Chriſt's Example, his Promiſe, his 
Preſence, his Spirit to afilt 3 and I -cruft that the Lord will find @ 
way for your encouragement, 

Natick is our chief- Town, where moſt and chicf of our Rulers; 
and 'moſt'of the Church-dwells ; here moſt of our chicf Courcs are 
kept ; and che Sacraments in the Church are for the moſt part here 
adminiſtred : Ir is ( by Divine Providence) ſeared well near in the 
center of all our- praying Indians , though Weſtward che Cords of 
Chriſt's Tents are more enlarged. Here we began Civil Government 
in the year 1650, And here uſually are kept che General-Trainings, 
which ſeven years ago looked fo big that we never had one fince will 
this year, and it was at this time bur a ſmall appearance, Here we 
have two Teachers, Fobn Speen and Anthony ; we have berwixe forty: 
and fifry Communicants ac the Lord's Table, when they all appear, 
but now- ſome are dead, and ſome decriped with age ; and one uf 
der Cenſare, yet making towards a recovery ;' one died here the laſt 
Winter of che-Scone, a temperate, ſober, godly-man, the firſt Indian 
that ever was known to have that diſeaſe; bur now another hathr ths 
fame diſcaſe': Sundry more are propoſed, and -1n way of- preparation 
eo joyn unto the Charch, | 


Ponkspog,or Pakenmit is our ſecand Town, where the-Sachemny of rhe 
Bloud (as they term<heir Chief Royal. Line) had their Reſidence and 
Rights, which aremoſtly Alrnated to the Englhiſh-Towns: | The lafÞ 
Chicf Man, of chat-Line,was laſt year (lain by the-Alnquzogr,againſR 
whow he ralhly/ (without 'due Atrendants and Aﬀrſtance, aud againſt 
@vugſct) wenr 5 yeall, yea his Engines ſay, He died — 
they were more afrard to ©1þ hich, than he wasraldtez+ yor ay 


"" { {ome lmowingly (#9) 3 Lreaforl ) be ova tak 
fell alone : Had he w/ har x 10 Men, cx 5-in good order + 
- im, he would have driven all his Enenfies bb ore hims His Bro- 
CE God. On thii Town, buche a fallen intorfin; +ahd + 
iying to God,” - Our Chief Riiler is /Fhoweon, an 'oltl fiediaft 
# yd Lo y Friend to the Exgliſb, and loveth his Country. He is more 
1 loved than feared;- the relay hus bridle are too long. Wakaris fome- 
times neceſſarily called to ke Courts here, . to add lite agd zeal in the 
niſhment of $:nners; cir late Teacher, Wilkam, is decealcy ; 
He was a man of ctnineat paars, all che Engliſh acknowledge him, and 
he was known to many 2 He was of :a-ready. wit; ſound judgwonr, 
and affable ; he is gone unto the Lord; ; And wWikaw, the Son of 
Abawton, is-called to be Teacher in his ſtead, He 154 promiſing young-- 
man, of a fingle and u upright heart, "a good odaacis, he Prayerh and * 
Preacheth well, he.is {tudious and induſtrious, and well accounted of 
—_ the Engl, 


Haſſunvimeſut is the next Town in order, dignity, ang gon 
ſundgy of our chief CO ee TER 
; nl cher ys rs 
Jieth upon Noeh- 


;j {roms 4 there lived their. 

| it 45 chic ploceny there 8 "a 

4=rhe peophe were well known toc © Engih bs as Came 
«Road laythar way, and their Religion was: judged to be real 
all chac rravelled that journey, and had occafion to ; Sipectally 
keep a Soba Yong Grows The Ruler of the Town'is Anwwee- 


{.2E: > Ip Ruler nfo peas _ ag godly 


wh. — k& & had:occaſion to ſpeak.wirh bis about ity he'was 
I Thas as.co man, I, and all men were ready 
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able tÞ the Divine Inftitution, which we taake too boſd wich whike we 
—_—_— Inftitution, w 


' Ogquenchan is the, next Town 5 where, how we have 
been aflifed, i ma an ay. Thit Engliſh Town. called Maribwough 
doth border upon t as did the lines of the Tribes of Judsb and 
Benjamin ; the Engliſh Mceting-houſe ſtandeth within the line of the 
Indian Town, although the contiguity and co-habication is not barrea 
ip producing matters of interfering z yet our godly [adians do obtain 
a good report of the godly Engliſh, which is an argument that bringeth 
light and evidence co my hearcythat our Iudiaxs arc really godly, I 
' was very lately among them ; chey defired me to ſertle a ſtated Lecture 
amongſt them,as it is in ſundry ocher Praying Towns, which I did with 
is much the more gladnels and hope of bleng in it, becauſe through 
Grace the Macion did firſt ſpring from themiclves, Solomon is their 
Teacher, whom we judge to be a ſerious and ſound Chriſtian 3 their 
Ruler is Owannamug, whole grave, faichful, and diſcreet Converlation 
hath procured him real reſpeR trom che E»glsh, One that was a Tea- 
cher in this place, is the man that is now under Cenſure in the Church ; 
his in was that advenutious fin which we have bronghe unto them, 
Drunkenneſs, which was never known to them before they knew us 


Engliſh. But] account it our duty, and it 15 much in my defire, as 
well to teach them Wiſdom to Rule ſuch heady Creatures, as skill co ger. 
them, to be able cobridle their own appetites, when they -have means 
gud opportunity of high-ſpirited enricements. The Wiſdom and Power 
of Grace 1s not ſo mach ſeen in the beggarly want of theſe things, as 
in the bridling of our (elves in the uſe of chem, Ic15 crue Dpauuion, 
$0 be able co ule chem, aud not to abuſe our ſclves by them, 


- Naſhope is our next Praying Town, a place of much AﬀfliQtionz it 
was the chief place of Rehdence, where Tabattawaxs lived, a Sacham 
of che Blood, a faichful aud zcalous Chriſtian, a {trit yer gentle Ru« 
ler z hewasa Ruler of 50m our Civil Order ; and when God took 
him, a chief man in our 1ſree/ was taken away from us, His only Son 
was a while vain, bur proved good, expert in che Scripture, 'was Elected 
to Rule in his Fathers place, but ſaon died, infomuch that this place is 
now deſticuce of a Ruler. The Teacherof the place is Febn > 
a gadly anderſtanding Chriſtian, well eſteemed of by the £«gliſh 3 
his Bacher was killed by che ALarguorgs, ſhoc to: death as be was ins 
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River doing his Eele-wyers, - This plice Tying in che Road-way 
Which the Mauquaogs haunted, was much moleſted by them, and 
was one year wholly deſerted z but this year the People have taken 

- qourage an4 dwell upon ic again. 
+ Inthis place after the great Earthquake, there was ſorne eruprion our 
of the Earth, whnch kefc a great Hiatxs or Cleft a great way rovocher, 
and outof ſome Caviries under great Rocks, by a great Pond in that 
lace, there was a great while afrer often heard an ha nming noiſe, as 
f there were frequent eruptions oupof the Ground ac that place ;” yer 
for Hcalkrhfulnefs the place- is much” as other places be For Religi 
there be amongſt them forme G2d l/Ubtiltians,, who. | 
the Church, and baptized, and ochews looking t 


— Y 
Wameſat is our next Praying-Town ; it lycth a&-qfethorronr 
great Falls, on the great River Merymak, 238 at the falling in of 
Concord River ; the Sachem of this Place is mined Nompben, faid to 
be a Prince of cho Bloud, a May of areal Noble Spirit : A Brocher of 
his wasſlam by the Manguarys as he wayupon 2 Rock filling in the 
great River, © In revenge whercof he yvene m the forementioned ratty 
Expedicion,. bur had ſuch about him, and was ſocircumſpett, that hs 
came well off, chough he loſt one principal Man, This place is "ery 
mach annoyed by the Mauquargs, and have much ado-to itandiheir 
round. 
_ In this Place Captain Gookyws ordered a Garriſon to be kept: the laſt 
ear, which Order while they actended they were fate 3 buc when the 
rthern Sachems and Souldiers carme,, who farred up ours to go with 
them on their unſucceſsful Expedition, the Town was for the moth 
part ſcatter'd, and their Corn ſpoyled, 
The Teacher of this. Place is named Geor ge : rhicy have not mach 
eſteem for Religion, bur 1 am bopetully perſwaded or luadry of the n; 
F.-can gp unto them bur ouce in a year. 


; Panatuhet is the upper part of Merimak-Fa'ls 5. ſo called, becauſe of 
themnoife which the Waters make, Thither the Penagweg-Indoans art 
come, and have built a greas Fort : Their Sachems xctulcl £o pray £o 
God, {o fignally and (intully, chat Captain Go kins and my felt were 
very lenfible of it, and were not without Hme expectation of fome 
znrerpoſure of a Divine- Hand, which did emmentty come to pats ; tor 
jn the torvnamed Expedigos they —_ wkhche Noxtheyn Sachens; 
" and 
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and were all of chem cit off ; Yo ahi char had ſo ſignally refuſed-to 
ray unto God were now as fignally rexRed by God, and cut off, '1 
CE not_ that ic was ever known, that ſo many Sachems. and Men 
of Note were killed in one imprudeat Expedition, and that by a few 
ſcatrered people ; for the Mauquargs were not imbodied to receive 
them, nor prepared, and few at home, which did much greaten the 
Overthrow of ſo many great Men, and ſhews a divine over-ruling 
hand of God. Bur now, fince the Penaguog-Sachemr are cut off, the 
Pcople (ſundry of them) 4wealling at Panarwkgt-Fort do bow the Ear 
nd lukmic to pray untalGod ; tro. whom Ferhro, after he 

iſt and.was$ baptcd, was (cnt ro preach Chriſt ca 
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another of Gur Praying-Towns at the remoteſt 


of Natick ; theſc are gathering togecher of ſome 
Nipmak Jndiens who lc their own places, and fic together in this 
place,'and have given up chemſelves to pray untoGod. They have 
called Powham to be their Ruler, and Simon to be their Teacher, This 
latter is accounted a good and lively Chriſtian 3 he is the ſecond man 
among the [xdiens that doth experience that afflicting dilcaſe of the 
Stone. The Ruler hath made his Preparatory Confe l19n of Chriſt, 
and is approved of, and at the next opportunity is to be received and 
baptizcd. 

Lebualngd of the Generel-Court a Grant of a Tra of Land, for 
the ſertlement and encouragement of this People 5 which though as yer 
it be by ſome obſtructed, yer I hope we ſhall fiud ſome way to ac- 
compl:ſh rhe ſame, 


Quanatuſſer is the lat of our Praying-Towns, whoſe beginnings 
have received roo much diſcouragement 35 but yer the Seed is alive: 
* they are frequently wich me ; the work 1s at the birth, there doth 
only want ſtrength co bring torth., The care of this People 1s com« 
mitted joyatly to Monaturkanit, and Twppunkkoowillin the Teachers 
of Hoeſſunemeſat, as 15 abovelaidz and I hope if the Lord continue 
my life, I ſhall have a good account to give of that People. 


Thus I hare bricfly touched ſome of the chiefeſt of our 
. preſent Aﬀairs, and commit them to your Prudence, to do 
[.is with 


tall... 6 TT IR... Fa, 2 
all your weigh 3 wp gs =-L yahoo 
the Lord, I reft, 

Your Worſhips to ſerve you in the 
Roxb. this 20th of Service of our Lord Jeſus, 
the 2th month, 
I 670, 


Books ſold by John}Allenj 
V12. 
{otton on the Covenant, new printed, 
Confeſſion of Faich of the Congregational Churches, 
Mr, Hook and Mr, Davenports Catechiſm, 
—_—_— Rowted: ſhewing that —— the Stars hath 


no folid toundation from Scripture, Reaſon, or Expe- 
rience, &c, 


